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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/14/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 . 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was vnade to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 57, 61-62, and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kelly (US 5,986,803) in view of Kimura (US 4,547,815). 

Re claim 57, Kelly teaches a hand-held, self-contained security and surveillance system 
capable of being hand carried by ground personnel for both local and remote identification of a 
target (100 of fig. 5), comprising: 

at least one sensor module (120 of fig. 5); 

a base housing common electronics (100 of fig. 5) for a plurality of sensor modules (120, 
122, 146, 148 of fig. 2); 
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a connector (114, 1 16 of fig. 1) provided in the base (122 of fig. 5); 

wherein the sensor module (120 of fig. 1) is mounted on the main body (102 of fig. 5) 
and connected to the connector (122 of fig. 5) for holding the sensor module (120 of fig. 5) in 
position and for connecting the sensor module to the electronics housed in the base (1 14 of fig. 1 
and 122 of fig. 5); 

wherein the mounting body (102 of fig. 1) and the connector (1 14 of fig. 1) are coupled 
any of a plurality of sensor modules (units) selected from a group consisting of: 

a high performance day module a high performance night module, a high laser range 
finder; a forward looking infrared module; a radio frequency probe module; and a nuclear, 
biological and chemical detector (col. 3, lines 10-21). 

It is noted that Kelly suggests the handheld or self-contained security and surveillance 
system (the housing) alternatively provide for modular mounting and removal of several system 
or accessory modules including the electronic camera, the tape record and playback device and 
battery, a replacement electronic display, a night vision camera, a televisiontuner, a video game 
electronic system, a system orientation tracking arrangement, a head orientation and position 
tracking device, or a means for mounting the system on the user's head (col. 3, lines 10-20), 
except a mounting rail on the base as claimed. 

However, Kimura teaches a shoe (23 of fig. (6b)) is considered as a mounting rail on the 
base (1 of fig. (6b)) for attachment of the electronic finder (5 of fig. 7; col. 6, lines 49-57). 

Therefore, taking the teachings of Kelly and Kimura as a whole, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teachings of Kelly into Kimura to 
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attach and remove any suitable electronic device such as the electric finder to the camera based 
anytime. 

Doing so would allow the user to use any one of suitable and conventional sensor 
modules in the portable or handheld device that reduce the cost as suggested by Kelly (col. 7, 
lines 1-18). 

Re claim 61, Kelly further teaches wherein the base includes a viewfinder (132 of fig. 1) 
and a display screen (124 of fig. 6b). 

Re claim 62, Kelly further teaches wherein there is further included a self- contained 
power supply in communication with the base for driving the base electronics and the module 
electronics (122 of fig. 5). 

Re claim 64, Kelly further teaches wherein the base further includes a contained memory 
system for storing data captured by the sensor module (138 of fig. 5). 

4. Claim 63 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kelly (US 
5,986,803) in view of Kimura (US 4,547,815) as applied to claim 57, and further in view of 
Hurwitz (US 5,568,205). 

Re claim 63, the combination of Kelly and Kimura does not particularly teach wherein 
the base includes communications equipment for transmitting data captured by the sensor 
module to a remote location as claimed. 

However, Hurwitz teaches the base includes communications equipment for transmitting 
data captured by the sensor module to a remote location (33 and 34 of fig. 2). 
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Therefore, taking the combined Kelly, Kimura, and Hurwitz as a whole, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teachings of Hurwitz in order to 
providing a better quality and more quickly produced production product of video image. 

Doing so would be of sufficiently high quality for review of the audio visual images so 
that editing of those images can be done and then the high quality counterparts of those segments 
can be quickly extracted from the original high quality video tape when it returns from the field. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 06/14/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argued that the prior references do not teach nor suggest all the claim 
limitation and the rejection based on hindsight reconstruction of claimed invention; and non- 
obviousness to combine the references, pages 4-8 of the remarks. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees with that applicant. It is submitted that Kelly teaches 
Kelly teaches the hand-held or self-contained security and surveillance system comprising: at 
least one sensor module (120 of fig. 5); a base housing common electronics (100 of fig. 5) for a 
plurality of sensor modules (120, 122, 146, 148 of fig. 2); a connector (114, 1 16 of fig. 1) 
provided in the base (122 of fig. 5); wherein the sensor module (120 of fig. 1) is mounted on the 
main body (102 of fig. 5) and connected to the connector (122 of fig. 5) for holding the sensor 
module (120 of fig. 5) in position and for connecting the sensor module to the electronics housed 
in the base (114 of fig. 1 and 122 of fig. 5); wherein the mounting body (102 of fig. 1). 
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Kelly further teaches the connector (1 14 of fig. 1) are coupled any of a plurality of sensor 
modules (units) selected from a group consisting of: a high performance day module a high 
performance night module, a high laser range finder; a forward looking infrared module; a radio 
frequency probe module; and a nuclear, biological and chemical detector (col. 3, lines 10-21). 
See MPEP, 803.02 [R-3] Markush Claims; 2173.05(h) Alternative Limitations, I. 
MARKUSH GROUPS. 

Furthermore, Kelly suggests the handheld or self-contained security and surveillance 
system (the housing) alternatively provide for modular mounting and removal of several system 
or accessory modules including the electronic camera, the tape record and playback device and 
battery, a replacement electronic display, a night vision camera, a television tuner, a video game 
electronic system, a system orientation tracking arrangement, a head orientation and position 
tracking device, or a means for mounting the system on the user's head (col. 3, lines 10-20). 

Kimura teaches a shoe (23 of fig. (6b)) is considered as a mounting rail on the base (1 of 
fig. (6b)) for removal attachment of the electronic finder (5 of fig. 7; col. 6, lines 49-57) and this 
mounting rail (1 of fig. 6b) used for the portable camera. 

Since Kelly suggests the modular mounting or removal of several system or- accessory 
modules (col. 3, lines 10-20) in the hand held or portable system, and Kimura teaches the 
mounting rail (1 of fig. 6b) for removal attaching the electronic finder in the portable camera. 
Therefore, one skill in the art would use the suggested teaching of Kelly to modify the mounting 
rail of Kimura into the handheld or self-contained security and surveillance system in order to 
secure the selected module to the handheld or self-contained security and surveillance system. In 
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view of the discussion above, the claimed features are unpatentable over the combination of 
Kelly and Kimura. 

In response to appellant's argument, the rejections based on hindsight reconstruction of 
claimed invention and the examiner's conclusion of obviousness is based upon improper 
hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that any judgment on obviousness is in a sense 
necessarily a reconstruction based upon hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account 
only knowledge which was within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed invention 
was made, and does not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a 
reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 1971). 

In response to appellant's argument, non-obviousness, the following basic principle of a 
proper prior art analysis within 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) for obviousness. 

It is noted that not only the specific teachings of a reference but also reasonable inferences which 
the artisan would have logically drawn therefrom may be properly evaluated in formulating a 
rejection. In rePreda, 401 F.2d 825, 159 USPQ 342 (CCPA 1968) and in re Shepard 319F.2d 194, 
138 USPQ 148 (CCPA 1963). Skill in the art is presumed. In re Sovish, 769 F.2d 738, 226 USPQ 771 
(Fed. Cir. 1985). Furthermore, artisans must be presumed to know something about the art apart from 
what the references disclose. In re Jacoby. 309 F.2d 513, 135 USPQ 317 (CCPA 1962). The 
obviousness may be made from common knowledge and common sense of a person of ordinary skill in the 
art without any specific hint or suggestion in a particular reference. In re Bozek, 416F.2d 1385, 163 
USPQ 545 (CCPA 1969)). Every reference relies to some extent on knowledge of persons skilled in the art 
to complement that which is disclosed therein. In re Bode, 550 F.2d 656, 193 USPQ 12 (CCPA 
1977). 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nishiyama et al. (US 5,960,156) discloses a video camera combined with recording and 
reproducing system. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7340. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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